
On 12 September, the 54th meeting of the heads 
of state and government of the Pacific Islands 
Forum (PIF) ended with a declaration entitled 
“Blue Pacific Ocean of Peace”, which opposes the 
increasing militarisation of the region.1 The many 
island states in the Pacific Ocean, with their di-
verse populations, are trying to use diplomatic 
skill to stay out of the growing geopolitical ten-
sions. It is becoming increasingly apparent that 
NATO and its allies are exerting greater influence 
to exclude China. “Swiss Standpoint” has repor-
ted on this on several occasions.2 Now we are en-
tering another round, and official Swiss institu-
tions are also playing a dubious role.

To protect themselves from the rising pressure 
of their “partners” (USA, Great Britain, France, 
European Union, Taiwan, China), several island 
states sought to limit the number of participants 
at the “Pacific Island Forum Leaders Meeting” in 
Honiara, Solomon Islands. In a two-stage mech-
anism, participation was to be restricted to the 
heads of government of the island groups. So-
called “dialogue partners” were to be kept at bay. 
This proposal was initiated by the Prime Minister 
of the Solomon Islands, Jeremiah Manele, on the 
grounds that decisions should be made among 
themselves.

Also, against the interests of the inhabitants
However, those who have a foothold in the “Pa-
cific Island Forum” (PIF)3 can have a say in its 
structure and orientation, thus gaining consider-
able influence over the entire Pacific region. Until 
now, dominance in the Pacific has been clearly 
determined by the Western alliance of the former 
colonial powers of the USA, Great Britain and 
France, as well as the former British colonies of 
New Zealand and Australia. With the economic 
rise of China, an economic and political rival has 
emerged that these countries now want to side-
line, even against the interests of the island 
states concerned.

New Zealand is secretly using its diplomatic 
weight among the island states to strengthen the 
direct influence of the USA on the decision-mak-
ing structures of the PIF, as a report by investigat-
ive journalist Mick Hall from New Zealand makes 
clear.4 The New Zealand government is thus 
clearly exploiting the trust of individual island 
states, as confidential communications from the 
New Zealand administration make clear. In doing 
so, the New Zealand government is actively pre-
venting the island states from pursuing an inde-
pendent and neutral path.

German warships in the Pacific
For several years now, the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) has expanded its area of re-
sponsibility to cover the entire world, including 
the Pacific region. As a result, German frigates 
are carrying out questionable “defence tasks” far 
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Participants in the 54th Pacific Islands Forum from 
8 to 12 September 2025. ( Picture https://forumsec.org)
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from their home in the South China Sea or in the 
Pacific between the island groups.

Such operations are conceived and planned in 
NATO think tanks, such as the “NATO Defence 
College Foundation”. This was founded in Rome 
in 2011 with the aim of carrying out work “that 
could go beyond the usual and institutional 
activities in the fields of public relations, com-
munication and scientific research”.

In June, the “Centre for Security Studies” at 
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich
(ETH Zurich) joined forces with this NATO think 
tank to organise an event entitled “Prevention 
and Dialogue. Indo Pacific 2025”.5

ETH Zurich and NATO in the Pacific
But what role does a tax-funded university insti-
tution in neutral Switzerland such as the “Centre 
for Security Studies” (ETH Zurich) play in a 
NATO think tank? Would it not be more appropri-
ate to support the small island states in their in-
dependent path as the Pacific Island Forum, 
rather than grinding them down in a NATO simu-
lation game as mere pawns in the Great Game? 
Why should neutral, landlocked Switzerland sup-
port NATO plans in the Pacific?

Will the pacific island groups find a way 
between the spheres of influence? And could 
Switzerland’s expertise as a neutral microstate 
be helpful to them?
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