
(CH-S) The humanitarian situation in the 
Palestinian Gaza Strip is dire. This is the assess-
ment of the Federal Department of Foreign Af-
fairs in Bern. In a joint statement with the foreign 
ministers of 19 countries, Switzerland has ex-
pressed its concern about the situation.

Access to basic services remains severely re-
stricted, according to a statement on Monday 
evening (8 June 2026) on the website of the “Fed-
eral Department of Foreign Affairs” (FDFA). Ac-
cording to the United Nations, for example, the 
public health system is practically collapsing: Of 
the 36 hospitals, none is fully operational, and 
only half are still considered partially operational.

Around 1.7 million people have been displaced, 
according to the FDFA. Due to inadequate waste 
disposal systems, displaced families are increas-
ingly affected by skin infections and other dis-
eases.

* * *

We, the signatories listed below, express our pro-
found concern regarding the catastrophic hu-
manitarian situation that persists in Gaza. The 
aid entering Gaza has remained largely insuffi-
cient, both in quantity and in quality, while nearly 
the entire population depends on life-saving ser-
vices.

The recent decision by the Israeli High Court to 
reject the INGOs’ [International non-govern-
mental organisations] appeal regarding the regis-
tration law is deeply concerning. The registration 
law will affect and severely limit the INGO’s capa-
city to respond inside the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East-Jerusalem. We again 
strongly urge Israel to not implement the regis-
tration law in its current form.

INGOs are integral to the humanitarian re-
sponse, working with Palestinian civil society or-
ganizations and the United Nations, to provide a 
significant share of essential services in sectors 
such as water, sanitation, and hygiene installa-
tions, field hospitals, education, nutrition and de-
mining efforts. These are professional, transpar-

ent organizations that play an indispensable role 
in the delivery of principled humanitarian aid, and 
are pivotal for early recovery, reconstruction ef-
forts, and implementation of United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 2803. Their work is cru-
cial for the survival and wellbeing of Palestinians 
in Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerus-
alem.

The registration law for INGOs is part of a 
broader pattern of restrictive measures. Limited 
opening and operating hours of border cross-
ings, entry restriction of essential products con-
sidered dual use, and other bureaucratic impedi-
ments constrain the urgently needed humanit-
arian response to meet the massive needs on the 
ground.

While recognizing the security concerns of the 
State of Israel, we call on Israel, the occupying 
power in Gaza and the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, to comply with its obligations under 
international humanitarian law. Humanitarian ac-
cess is non-negotiable. All internationally recog-
nized humanitarian organizations – the INGOs, 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and 
UN agencies including UNRWA – must be able to 
carry out their vital work without obstruction. 

Israel is obliged to ensure and facilitate, 
without delay, the safe, rapid and unhindered de-
livery of humanitarian assistance to the civilian 
population, and refrain from any action that 
would impede the delivery of such assistance in 
any way, including that provided by humanitarian 
organizations.

Signatories: 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 

European Commissioner for Equality, Prepared-
ness and Crisis Management (Lahbib), 

Estonia, France, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Japan, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, 

The United Kingdom, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland.
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